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Hello! Welcome to the Autumn edition of the
Clevedon Paddler!

Wyve Trip Sunday 26th July

Starting early, we met Alex at the Monmouth Rowing Club car park to shuttle back to
Ross on Wye. After arriving at the launch site for our trip, we got changed and prepared
for the day ahead - no sun cream needed though, as it looked to be a wet day by the
forecast. A few of us seal-launched from the bank as the river was high. We all travelled
at a good pace due to all the summer rain lately.

We stopped for lunch at a convenient landing spot with various other paddlers. Only one
problem: no toilets. Luckily, there was a good range of bushes for the lads to use but
none for the lass (Alison). We had refreshments and food, Martin supplying chocolate
éclairs. One we had finished, we set off in search of a toilet at the next Pub. A lovely
paddle down to Symonds Yat admiring the great scenery—but dodging the fisherman on
the banks—we arrived at the Pub for a pit stop at the start of the rapids.

Here goes! We approached the rapids. Halfway down | decided it was time for a swim—
not intentionally. Shortly after, Alex passed me, clinging to his boat. Luckily there was
shallow water and could walk/swim to the side and self rescue myself. Off | go again.
This time no problems, and the others waited at the bottom for us all to regroup before
the final few miles. The rain started but it didn't hinder our paddling, and we even caught
sight of a couple of kingfishers on the last stretch. We all got back to Monmouth safely,
but not before giving young Martin a dunking as it was his last trip. (Wye d’ya need an
excuse?—Ed.)

A great days paddling, lots of thanks to Big Alex for organising it.

Julian Hellings

Upcoming events

There are a couple of Marine Lake sessions left this season on October 10th and 17th.
Pool Sessions start up on October 31st at Clevedon’s Strode Pool. Further details to
follow. Also the skittle alley at the Campbell’'s Landing pub (21-23 The Beach, Clevedon)
has been hired on Friday 16th October from 8pm. The pool table and dart board, right
next to the alley, will also be ours for the evening. A small donation of 50p will be needed
towards the hire. Maybe, if we get enough people, we could have a mini league! Keep
your eyes on your email and on the Forum for various other events taking place
over the winter season. If there is anything that you would like to do, drop us a
line at events@clevedoncanoeclub.org.uk.
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Sidmouth to Beer and back - 25th July 2009

Gavlar had planned a trip, so he, Martin U, Paul F, Alistair and | set off the on first
Saturday of the school holidays,—cue traffic jams—and eventually got on the water
through the waves at Sidmouth at 11:00-ish. The forecast was good: 8 to 9 mph wind
and plenty of sunshine. There was a bit of a swell right from the start, waves coming
from behind on the right hand side, but no problems keeping straight. The sandy cliffs
with chalk on top looked a vivid orange against the blue sky, the sea being a murky
brown. Enough said.

Along the way we had intended to stop at Branscombe, but the waves were huge, and
Gavlar told us to 'Carry straight on'. As we approached Beer Head it was even choppier,
but we had great fun, and | enjoyed turning the corner and seeing Beer beach with cafés
waiting. We had to time our landings, as all beaches along there are stony; this means
they are often steep with dumping waves (I read this in the book afterwards!). As we
sipped our teas, | noticed the white horses in the bay. 'Oh, look at that' | said, not at all
worried. 'Yeah, looks like a force 4 brewing' said Martin U. ‘It can't be true,’ | thought,
‘the weather forecast said it would be calm...

So off we launched, Gavlar and Martin U sliding down from the top of the beach,
Martin U doing a fab capsize and nearly losing his hat, Paul catching it just in time. The
water seemed a tad choppier, but we were enjoying the thrill of the ride. As we turned
Beer Head into the full gust, | realised the weather forecaster had got it wrong—Slow
learner me. Well, the wind on the meter read wild, we were tossed about, whilst it came
straight towards us, a bit on the left (still a south westerly) but exhilarating and quite a
few times the gusts felt like they were going to tip me up from the front, at other times
waves broke over me. It was like the wild south west! A 500 metre exclusion zone meant
we could paddle up to and past ‘The Napoli' or what is now left and being worked on
24/7 by salvage operators. Martin U has mapped the exact position and has planned
to return with hIS dlvmg buddies, once it is properly cleared. As Branscombe came into
S 5 S =g view, it seemed cautious to ask
Qs gl about the prevailing conditions;
Martin U said they could stay the
same or, they could worsen... |
would have loved to have carried on
back to Sidmouth, but not if the
weather was going to deteriorate,
even with the rescuing skills of
Gavlar, Paul and Martin U, so, with
this in mind, Alistair and | decided to go ashore. Easier thought than done, but with help
from Gavlar and under dumping waves, Alistair braced himself on to safe ground; me, I
capsized good and proper, past caring. The boys (Paul, Gavlar and Martin U) carried on
to Sidmouth with ever wilder seas and landed at Sidmouth through more dumping
waves, Martin U going for another dip. Gavlar said it was something to do with his
braces, not sure how straight or crooked teeth came into it, but...

It was a fantastic day and after debriefing with 2 or 3 large shandies in the Moon and

Carol Price


http://www.gpriceconsulting.co.uk/kayaking/
gallery.html�Ed.

MARLENS

| would like to say a very big thank you on behalf of the club to the following people who
helped over the weekend. We had many positive comments and smiling faces, which

made the long, sunny weekend worthwhile. The Club raised £350 for MARLENS.
Coaches
Martin Aspinall Julian Hellings
Clive Bishop Alison Holland
Lin Bishop Neil Isaac
Dan Bouvet Mike Perrot

And Matrtin Stanfield (all the way back from Germany especially for MARLENS)

On the water
Alex Aspinall
Connor Bishop
Sheena Carver
Chris Payne
Siobhan Smith

Kitting out/Admin

Andy Barnes Mark Gearon
Amy Bishop Sophie Hellings
Dani Bishop Abigail Holland

Ray Calverley Katherine Maleman
Stefan Chilcott Amanda Paddon
Adrian Eastman Mark Paddon

Bev Perry

Steve Holland

BCU star awards

Congratulations go to the following members who recently passed their BCU One Star:



